— “The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity. The optimist sees opportunity in every difficulty.” — Winston Churchill — 
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Local libraries receive $3k grants 


By Mary Kronholm 


The Porter Memorial 
Library in Blandford, 
Hamilton Memorial Library 
in Chester and the Otis 
Library and Museum have 
all received $3,000 from 
the American Library 
Association. 

The grants are through 
the ALA’s Libraries 


Transforming Communities: 
Focus on Small and Rural 
Libraries. All the libraries 
will focus on community 
interaction and discussions. 
As part of the grant 
program, the three libraries 
will receive training in how 
to lead conversations, a skill 
vital to 21st-century librar- 
ianship. Library workers 
will complete a free ALA 


e-course on basic facilita- 
tion skills; host at least one 
conversation with commu- 
nity members on a chosen 
topic; and the $3,000 to sup- 
port community engagement 
efforts. According to the 
ALA award, the funds may 
cover a range of expens- 
es, including staff time and 
collections and technology 
purchases. ALA has award- 


ed five other Massachusetts 
libraries awards as well. They 
are Cotuit, Colrain, Oakham, 
Stow and Millville. 

Porter Memorial Library 
Director Nicole Daviau will 
conduct community conver- 
sations between now and July 
31 with residents with spe- 
cial memories of town and 
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GLORIOUS GLENDALE 


RSE 


The majestic Glendale Falls in Middlefield are an ever-flowing 


attraction during the winter months. 
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Liz Massa and Ronnie pose with the scenic backdrop of Glendale 
Falls. 
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Soccer coach honored with MIAA Coach of the Year 


By Shelby Macri 


Girls’ Soccer Coach 
Stephen Estelle was recog- 
nized by the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association and the Girls 
Soccer Coach of the year of 
the 2019 season, which was 
his last season before he 
retired. 

Due to the shutdown 
and quarantine last year, 
there were no award cer- 
emonies held and the cere- 
mony for was postponed to 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, as a vir- 
tual banquet. Estelle coached 





for 40 years, and continue 
coaching after retiring from 
teaching in 2014. Estelle was 
a history teacher for 28 years 
and taught Social Studies 
in Middle School, all while 
still coaching and staying 
involved with the students. 
“This is not my first 
award, I’ve received a few 
from the coaching associa- 
tion and I’ve gotten coach 
of the year in 2012 from the 
Springfield Republican,” 
Estelle said. “I never expect- 
ed to get an award from such 
a big organization as MIAA. 
It’s the athletic director and 


my three captains that got me 
here.” 

Gateway Athletic 
Director Matt Bonenfant 
took over the Girls’ Soccer 
team during 2020, and 
worked with Estelle while he 
coached the Gateway teams. 
The three captains were 
Jessie Walton, Jessica Van 
Heynigen, and Ava Auclair, 
who helped to keep the team 
successful during the season. 

There were 28 other 
coaches around the state that 
were honored as well, and 
the MIAA website said the 
award “...seeks to recognize 


and honor teacher coaches 
who have had an impact on 
the lives of student-athletes, 
by encouraging them to suc- 
ceed and by helping them 
develop self-confidence, 
ambition, a sound work 
ethic, and other skills or val- 
ues necessary or helpful for 
success in their later lives.” 
This is part of the reason why 
Estelle thanked his team cap- 
tains and support from the 
school to help the team and 
players stay successful. 
Estelle said this past 
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HAMPSHIRE 


School presents 
early budget draft 


By Peter Spotts 


In preparation for the first budget 
hearing for fiscal 2022 on Monday, Feb. 
1, Principal Kristin Smidy presented a 
pre-preliminary budget to give School 
Committee members and town officials 
an idea of what will be on the table for 
discussion on Monday, Jan. 11. 

Smidy stressed the importance that 
everything presented is a “dream” bud- 
get scenario and any potential budget 
increases have a lengthy discussion pro- 
cess to go through involving the com- 
mittee, the towns, and the school. 
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WESTHAMPTON 


Town receives 
grant extensions 


By Shelby Macri 


The Selectboard received an 
update from COVID-19 Coordinator 
Susan Bronstein on the state funds for 
COVID-19 related issues and events on 
Monday, Jan. 4. 

Bronstein said the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
and the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency both extended 
their deadlines for towns to use relief 
money through December 2021. 
Originally, both FEMA and MEMA 
had a deadline of December 2020, 
where the town had to spend all or 
most of the grant money provided. With 
COVID-19 effects continuing into the 
new year, the organizations decided to 
extend the use of funds. 
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Resident awarded 
recyclable duties 


By Peter Spotts 


The town shut down the collec- 
tion of returnable bottles at the transfer 
station last March for safety reasons, 
but the Selectboard is looking to bring 
the service back and needs a reliable 
person to take on the task and awarded 
the duty on Tuesday, Jan. 5, to resident 
Joey Granger. 
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RUSTIC REMNANTS 





Left, Liz Massa and Russ LaPierre look for a path over a stone wall while exploring in Chesterfield. Right, Karen McTaggart finds the point where snow meets grass. 
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New book details heroin addiction in western Massachusetts 


By Dalton Zbierski 


During the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, another grave epidemic has all but 
slipped from the public eye. Opioid 
addiction is a crisis, one that takes the 
lives of thousands of Massachusetts res- 
idents each year and has plagued the 
region for decades. 

Mike Tourville, an Agawam author 
with Chicopee roots, recently completed 
“Voices from the Fallen,’ a book that 
chronicles the struggles of eight west- 
ern Massachusetts residents battling sub- 
stance abuse. 

“These aren’t case studies; case 
studies are dry and clinical. These are 
deeply personal,’ said Tourville, who’s 
publication is available on Amazon both 
in print and digitally. 

“You almost feel like you’re in the 
story yourself; you feel like you’re part 
of it and you feel what they feel. That’s 
what I wanted to do with this; make peo- 
ple feel like they’re living it with them.” 

As it delves into the depths of addic- 
tion, “Voices from the Fallen,’ is based 
entirely true. The background of each 
real-life character differs from the next, 
Tourville’s deliberate attempt to ensure 


LIBRARIES 


the library that they would like to pre- 
serve and share. A unifying thread in the 
community is their love for the town and 
their respect for its history. This is the 
focus for conversations to come. 

The topic comes as a result of seeing 
memories of the library on the library’s 
Facebook page, according to Daviau. 
These conversations will create new 
and cross-generational connections with 
residents and build an understanding of 
the variety of experiences in the shared 
place. 

The memories and stories will begin 
the library’s oral history collection, 
“The Stories of Blandford.’ These sto- 
ries will then be transformed into large 
individual pages with pictures provid- 
ed by the Blandford Historical Society 
with one story per page. Pages will be 
displayed two at a time in the Watson 
Park Storywalk; one at the beginning and 
another at the end. 

A multitude of topics for discussion 
will cover school, holiday celebrations, 
fair times, parades, performances, raising 
animals and farming, memories of daily 
life, ice and snow and severe weather in 
town. People will sign up ahead of time 
and specify a category to share a story 
for. A separate time can be set to record 
other memories. 

After each session, the audience will 
discuss how these experiences compare 
to their experiences now and how they 


that the book reaches a variety 
of targeted audiences. 

“A reader may Say, 
‘Seven of these stories don’t 
jive with me, but one of them 
did,’ and that’s all that mat- 
ters. That can be the differ- 
ence,” said Tourville. ““There’s 
a 53-year-old grandfather, 
who started using heroin. I’ve 
got a pregnant woman who is 
using heroin and a Hispanic 
guy from Holyoke. I’ve got a 19-year-old 
kid who lives in a very affluent neighbor- 
hood and everything in between.” 

Each story featured within “Voices 
from the Fallen” is portrayed in the first 
person, allowing readers to emotionally 
connect with characters. 

Not all of the characters make it out 
alive; Tourville spent countless hours 
researching and communicating with 
families who have been affected by the 
opioid epidemic. 

Tourville, who has two teenage 
granddaughters, wrote the book in an 
attempt to educate youths, both locally 
and nationally, on the dangers posed by 
substance abuse. He walked a fine line as 
he compiled each story, hoping to create 


feel about the changes over time. There 
will be three sessions of this program, 
each lasting an hour and each having 
three topics. 

Louis Daviau has volunteered his 
time and talent to build permanent story- 
walk signs. 

Nicole Daviau said, “I look for- 
ward to fostering conversations where 
town residents can share their memories 
that have been shaped by Blandford and 
Porter Memorial Library.” 

The conversations will be preserved 
as part of the storywalk. 

“Documenting these experiences 
and then featuring them within the story- 
walk will connect generations and neigh- 
bors,” said Daviau. She added that Porter 
Memorial Library has been connecting 
neighbors with books and each other 
since 1892; this project will continue 
that legacy and expand it, by bringing it 
out of the library and into the park. 

Director of the Hamilton Memorial 
Library Angelique Toroni’s topic focuses 
on “a Covid-19 Time Capsule which will 
consist of stories and pictures of mem- 
bers in our community regarding the life 
transforming affects this pandemic has 
made in their lives.” 

Toroni said in her project overview, 
“The way I arrived at this particular sub- 
ject was from the stories I heard from my 
patrons. Every time a community event 
was canceled due to COVID-19, I heard 





Mike Tourville 


a product that is suitable for a 
high school classroom. 

“T didn’t want to white- 
wash it, but it couldn’t be too 
graphic. It was really import- 
ant to have this be accepted 
by high school students and 
be recommended by teachers 
and parents,” said Tourville. 
“What’s the point of having 
a book that helps to prevent 
drug use if parents don’t want 
their high school-aged children reading 
it? I had to write it with that in mind and 
didn’t want to turn people off.” 

Thus far, “Voices from the Fallen” 
has received rave reviews from a number 
of sources. Actor Dean Cain remarked 
that it does a, “Fantastic job taking us 
into the mind of the addict.” 

Agawam Mayor William Sapelli was 
also left with a positive impression. He 
cited the importance of communicating 
difficult stories in an attempt to ensure 
the safety of the community. 

“These hard-hitting experiences are 
extremely impactful and have the poten- 
tial to save lives of those in a similar sit- 
uation,” said Sapelli. “The extraordinary 
courage of these individuals and family 


their fears and frustrations. Their desire 
was to be engaged with their community 
again.’ The fear that life will never get 
back to being “normal” and the frus- 
tration to having daily changes that are 
affecting their lives.” 

Chester will benefit from this proj- 
ect as the library contributes to local 
history. Toroni believes the project will 
restore feelings of purpose and will help 
the process of healing and wholeness. 
The project will take place through sev- 
eral methods. The library will conduct 
a COVID-19 survey on the affect it has 
had on people and collect pictures taken 
during the time of isolation. An anon- 
ymous mental health survey will be 
included and information gleaned will be 
used to provide library materials on men- 
tal health and self-help for patron use. 
She will also develop a resource sheet 
with local mental health services along 
with information on alcoholism, domes- 
tic violence and elder neglect which will 
be distributed throughout our community 
and available through the library. 

There will be an additional electron- 
ic component to the project of live video 
recordings of interviews along with pho- 
tos and written narratives. 

After all the information is assem- 
bled, the library will publish a book 
accompanied by a video. Every family 
that participates will receive a book as 
well as the library, the Historical Society, 


members to share their personal stories 
with the intent of assisting others goes 
above and beyond expectations. This 
book is essential reading for those who 
are at risk or know anyone who may be.” 

While the book is finished, 
Tourville’s mission is not complete; 
more stories are to come. Tourville 
expressed his desire to continue engag- 
ing audiences of all backgrounds to 
increase knowledge regarding the 
severity of drug addiction in western 
Massachusetts. 

Common perceptions and ste- 
reotypes can be quite misleading, and 
Tourville hopes to demolish them. 
“Voices from the Fallen” serves to 
remind the public that an individual in 
need of assistance can be closer than one 
may think. 

“The hard part of that is there’s 
such a diverse group of people who 
are affected by substance abuse,” said 
Tourville. “It’s old people, it’s young 
people, it’s males and it’s females; peo- 
ple of different races and levels of afflu- 
ence. I’m hoping this book can inspire 
people to step up and do something 
because too often a lot of people don’t 
know what to do.” 


from page I 


Town Hall, the school and the museum. 

Toroni said, “The Hamilton 
Memorial Library is extremely excited to 
do this project. I know it’s a huge under- 
taking but I’m up for the challenge.” 

Director of the Otis Library and 
Museum, Kathy Bort’s grant, written by 
trustees, will work to promote cultural 
diversity. According to the project over- 
view, the library feels the “grant can help 
our library sponsor readings and discus- 
sions” framed by identifying biases and 
how biases might “impact our schools, 
town offices and police, fire and EMT 
Departments.” 

Conversations will consist of invit- 
ing local citizen speakers and others 
to share experiences regarding diver- 
sity and bias in Otis and outreach to 
the Farmington River Regional School 
District to see about providing curric- 
ulum support regarding multicultural 
awareness professional development. 
The storywalk behind the library will be 
enhanced with more books, music and 
take-home crafts focused on diversity. 
The library will sponsor readings and 
discussions for teens and elementary stu- 
dents and will also work with FRRSD 
to select books for those age groups. 
Finally, the library will collaborate with 
the Diverse Otis Committee on a One 
Book-One Community reading and dis- 
cussion. The Diverse Otis Committee 
will select the book. 
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Three County Fair enters 2021 in uncertain territory 


The Three County Fair has closed 
its office for the winter season and insti- 
tuted staff cuts and furloughs to help the 
202-year-old organization survive the 
extended shutdown of the fairgrounds 
due to the COVID-19 health crisis. 
The cuts will affect each staff member, 
and includes a fourteen percent salary 
reduction for senior management, and 
staggered furloughs for all employees. 
Furloughs could be extended if the fair- 
grounds are unable to host postponed 
2020 events in the spring, which include 
over a dozen different horse shows from 
April through October, plus a variety of 
concerts and festivals. 

The Three County Fair entered 2020 
on solid ground after completing 2019 
as its most successful year since horse 
racing ended at the fairgrounds in 2005, 
thanks to a widely attended Labor Day 
weekend Fair, and another full slate of 
horse shows and festivals. But with reoc- 
curring operational expenses and more 
than one million dollars in lost 2020 
event revenue, the Fair will run out of 
reserves sooner rather than later. 

“Like the majority of businesses, 
2020 has been a struggle and we have 
been cutting operational expenses since 
the shutdown, but we are now activat- 
ing contingency plans that will extend 
our lifespan a little longer,’ said James 
Przypek, general manager of the Three 
County Fair. “The organization would be 
out of money already if it weren’t for the 
original Federal CARES Act, the Fair’s 
vision to invest in a solar system more 
than eight years ago, a prominent winter 


storage business, along with the generos- 
ity of many of our Directors.” 

The Fair received a Small Business 
Administration Paycheck Protection 
Loan in mid-May, which has since been 
exhausted and forgiven by its lender and 
the SBA. 

“The PPP Loan was a blessing,’ said 
Przypek, “It allowed us to keep everyone 
employed and work non-stop with our 
event partners preparing to host events 
under the state’s guidelines over the sum- 
mer and into the fall. But the delayed 
Massachusetts Phase 3 reopening, along 
with the Governor Baker’s rollback of 
gathering sizes for events, and trav- 
el advisories this summer forced all of 
those events to postpone or relocate to 
other venues with less restrictive guide- 
lines. Those actions effectively crippled 
our organization for years to come.” 

Even with its challenges, Fair offi- 
cials are most proud of being able to 
organize two different events in 2020 
that benefitted the community. The Fair 
held a food drive on May 9 that collect- 
ed more than 2,000 pounds of food for 
local pantries in the three Western Mass 
counties the Fair represents. The other 
occurred over Labor Day weekend at the 
fairgrounds. 

“We hosted our 203rd consecutive 
Three County Fair,’ said Przypek. “The 
Fair was closed to the public, we imple- 
mented extensive virus mitigation pro- 
tocols and operated only a handful of 
agricultural competitions to comply with 
the state’s gathering size orders.” 

He continued, “We had our baking, 


arts and craft competitions for adults and 
kids, plus youth dairy, oxen, rabbit and 
sheep shows. It was extremely reward- 
ing to give kids that opportunity to con- 
tinue their education and involvement 
in agriculture, plus the arts and other 
skills. The feedback we received from 
the participants and on social media was 
tremendous. But at the same time, it 
was extremely bittersweet because the 
fairgrounds are comprised of more than 
50 acres of wide-open outdoor spaces 
and over a dozen open-air barn buildings. 
And we were limited to no more than 25 
people in a building and no more than 50 
people on the property at one time.” 

Przypek added reopening to horse 
shows in the spring of 2021 will be criti- 
cal for the organization. 

“Horse show events have suc- 
cessfully operated during the pan- 
demic in neighboring states including 
Connecticut, New Hampshire, New York, 
Vermont and even in other Massachusetts 
communities with protocols in place,” 
he said. “We have been very frustrated 
with local and state officials who keep 
changing the standards for businesses, 
public and private gatherings. They are 
not familiar with the amount of outdoor 
space, and large open-air facilities we 
have on the grounds, or how horse shows 
are events that are spaced out with com- 
petitions taking place throughout the day 
and in different areas with few specta- 
tors.” 

The fairgrounds were also holding 
out for hope in the form The Agricultural 
Fairs Rescue Act, which was introduced 


to Congress on July 30, a bi-partisan bill 
from Rep. Jimmy Panetta (D-California) 
and Rep. Billy Long (R-Missouri). The 
legislation would provide $500 million 
dollars in grant funding to rescue fair 
organizations like the non-profit, Three 
County Fair. 

“The bill has over 50 congressional 
cO-sponsors since it was first presented, 
including Congressmen Richard Neal 
and James McGovern locally. We need 
this bill passed badly,” Przypek said. ““We 
have applied for other grants this year 
and have not been successful. The orig- 
inal CARES Act was a step to stabilize 
the economy for the first few months 
of the crisis, but now we are looking at 
almost a year of minimal business while 
inaction and partisanship continues in 
Washington. Without the Agricultural 
Fairs Rescue Act or additional stimulus 
for non-profits, I fear that our organiza- 
tion, which has survived for more than 
two centuries may be no more.” 

Located in Northampton, 
Massachusetts and incorporated in 1818, 
the Hampshire, Franklin, and Hampden 
County Agricultural Society promotes 
agriculture, agricultural education, agri- 
cultural science, and sustainability for 
the region through exhibitions, dis- 
plays, competitions and demonstrations. 
It annually operates The Three County 
Fair, recognized by the U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture as the oldest on-going Fair 
in continuous operation in the U.S.A, 
with the first Three County Fair taking 
place, Oct. 14 and 15, 1818 and every 
year since without interruption. 


Girl Scout cookie season launches with safe sales strategies 


Local Girl Scouts will put to use 
new sales strategies and technology 
skills honed during a global pandem- 
ic as Girl Scouts of Central & Western 
Massachusetts kicks off the 2021 Girl 
Scout Cookie season. The cookie season 
like no other begins this Friday, Jan. 15. 

Girl Scouts are selling in creative, 
socially distant, and contact-free ways 
to keep themselves and their customers 
safe during a challenging time. Even in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic, girls 
are adapting their sales methods to share 
the joy of Girl Scout Cookies through 
the largest girl-led entrepreneurship pro- 
gram-including taking contact-free pick- 
up and delivery orders through a new 
national collaboration with Grubhub. 
Additionally, Girl Scouts of the USA 
is making online cookie ordering avail- 
able nationwide on Feb. | so consumers 
who don’t know a Girl Scout can still 
purchase cookies from a local troop for 
direct shipment to their homes or dona- 
tion to local organizations. 

The Girl Scout Cookie Program 
has long taught girls how to run a busi- 
ness via in-person booths, door-to-door 
activity, and the Digital Cookie platform 


online, which GSUSA launched in 2014. 
With the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic girls are faced with the same chal- 
lenges as other small businesses. Girls 
in Worcester, Hampden, Hampshire, 
Franklin and Berkshire counties quick- 
ly pivoted their sales methods. From 
running virtual cookie booths on social 
media to participating in drive-through 
locations to facilitating orders that ship 
directly to customers’ doors, girls as 
young as five years old are continuing 
to embrace their entrepreneurial spirits, 
stay connected to their communities, and 
have fun by participating in the cookie 
program. The proceeds from each and 
every purchase stay local with the troop 
and Girl Scouts of Central & Western 
Massachusetts to power Girl Scouts’ 
essential leadership programming. 

Here are the ways local Girl Scouts 
will be selling cookies this year: 

e Online: Girl Scouts will be selling 
cookies online through Digital Cookie 
and social media (with parental super- 
vision) to promote their virtual cookie 
business to friends and family. Whether 
its emails, door hangers, or virtual cook- 
ie booths, customers will have contact- 


HUNTINGTON 





NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone even 
though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, minis- 
try, and fellowship. We are an Open and 
Affirming Church inviting, welcom- 
ing and affirming everyone seekers, 
believers, and wonderers alike — on 
their journey of faith, to join in 10 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday worship. 

For the Second Sunday after 
Epiphany, our reading from John 1:29- 
39, invites us to wonder how we join 
experience and witness to embody the 
good news that we are known and loved. 

The pastor is always available to 





speak with you. If you do not receive 
our emails and would like to connect 
with our Zoom worship service and/or 
fellowship time, please contact Pastor 
Carol at firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail. 
com to receive the information you will 
need to participate or send us a message 
on Facebook. 

Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, information 
and spiritual encouragement. For more 
information, please contact 413-667- 
3935 or 860-798-7771 or firstchurchof- 
huntington @ gmail.com. 


less purchase and delivery options as 
well as the option to donate cookies to 
GSCWM’s Project Care & Share (cook- 
ies for U.S. service men and women). 

¢ Cookie Booths: Drive-through 
cookie booths, “lemonade stand style” 
neighborhood booths, and traditional 
storefront cookies booths at local estab- 
lishments including GNC. Girls are 
exploring new and innovative ways to 
sell cookies directly to the public while 
also making sure to follow COVID- 
19 safety protocols based on Governor 
Charlie Baker and local health board 
restrictions. 

¢ Grubhub and GSUSA National 
Online Cookie program: New this year, 
customers can support their local Girl 
Scouts by purchasing through Grubhub 
in select areas including Holyoke, Lee 
and Worcester. Customers who don’t 
know a Girl Scout will still be able to 
order from a local Girl Scout through 
GSUSA’s National Online program. Both 
methods offer contactless online pur- 
chase and delivery. 

All purchases of Thin Mints, 
Samoas, Lemon-Ups, and other Girl 
Scout Cookie favorites are an investment 


in girl leadership in your local communi- 
ty. With every sale, the Girl Scout Cookie 
Program teaches girls how to think like 
entrepreneurs as they run their own small 
businesses and learn skills like goal 
setting, money management, business 
ethics, people skills, and decision mak- 
ing-which are imperative for any lead- 
ership role. And girls decide how to use 
their portion of the proceeds for unfor- 
gettable leadership experiences and com- 
munity projects, while GSCWM depends 
on the funds to deliver life-changing Girl 
Scout programming to 7,000 members in 
central and western Massachusetts. 

To find cookies, visit www. 


girlscouts.org/en/cookies/all-about-cook- 
1es/support-girls-success.html. 
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History Matters 


January | to January 15 


By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 


hatever you call it: “Continental 
Colors,” “Congress 
Flag,’“Cambridge Flag,” or “Grand 


Union Flag,” it was the first national flag of 
the United States. According to historical lore, 
George Washington unveiled it Jan. 1, 1776, 
during the American Revolution, but the stars 
and stripes motif encompassed a replica of the 
British flag in the upper left-hand corner. 

“It was sort of a compromise between the 
radicals who wanted to see a separate nation, 
and the people who were more conciliatory, 
and wanted to see some accommodation with 
the crown,” according to historian and flag 
expert David Martucci. 

The History Channel noted in June of 
1777 that “the Continental Congress adopted 
a resolution stating, ‘the flag of the United 
States be thirteen alternate stripes red and 
white’ and that ‘the Union be thirteen stars, 
white in a blue field, representing a new 
Constellation.’”’ 

To learn more, the Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends Kevin Keim’s and 
Peter Keim’s “A Grand Old Flag: A History of 
the United States Through its Flags.” 

It is difficult for the iPhone generation 
to fathom the complexities of communication 
throughout history. For decades, telephones 
used hard-wired landlines to commence a call. 
And before that: the telegraph — an inven- 
tion by Samuel Finley Breese Morse, who 
demonstrated its “efficiency” via an electrical 
impulse on January 6, 1838. It came with a 
code that Morse created using dots and dash- 
es--instead of the alphabet--to move a mes- 
sage from point A to point B. 

He formulated the idea in 1832; by 
1838, with the assistance of his two partners, 
Leonard Gale and Alfred Vail, he had a work- 
ing model. Morse requested funding from 
Congress to make the prototype. It includ- 
ed construction of overhead wires between 
Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland, 
but the legislators demurred. 

Five years later, he garnered the approval, 
and the money, to proceed; on May 24,1844 
Morse sent his first telegraphic message: 
“What hath God wrought.” 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends Lewis 
Coe’s “The Telegraph: A History of Morse’s 
Invention and Its Predecessors in the United 
States.” 

The U.S. Constitution was signed into 
law by the delegates of the Constitutional 
Convention in September of 1787. It struc- 
tured the federal government, explained the 
essential laws of the country and guaranteed 
basic rights for every citizen. 

But it was not the first American 
Constitution. That inaugural document was 
written and adopted on Jan. 14, 1639, by 
the settlers from the original Massachusetts 
Bay Colony, who had migrated to the 
Connecticut River Valley. It was known as the 
Fundamental Orders. 

According to History.com, “Roger 
Ludlow, a lawyer, wrote much of the 
Fundamental Orders, and presented a binding 
and compact frame of government that put 
the welfare of the community above that of 
individuals. It was also the first written con- 
stitution in the world to declare the modern 
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Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 





Brian Sicknick 
Capitol Police Officer 
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Why people hate Trump 


These are some of the reasons everyone 
hates Trump. First, he made the U.S. the larg- 
est energy producer in the world. Second, he 
made us energy independent from foreign 
oul. Third, he dropped prices of medications, 
in some cases by 50%. Fourth, he signed the 
Save Our Seas Act, which funds $10 million 
per year to clean tons of plastic and garbage 
from our oceans. Fifth, he signed the largest 
wilderness protection and conservation bill 
in a decade, designating 375,000 acres as 
protected land. Six, he has kept almost every 
campaign promise (with zero support from 
congress who worked against him daily). 
Seventh, he has worked for free, and donat- 
ing his salary to different charities. Eighth, 
he has done more for the black community 
than any other president. Ninth, he helped 
Senator Scott and passed a bill to invest in 
Opportunity Zones to help minorities. He 
also passed a prison reform bill, which gives 
people a second chance, and has made quite 
a huge difference for the black communities. 
He also made winning reforms in signing new 
trade deals that benefit our country, instead of 
costing the U.S. more money. 

He has worked hard at trying to end child 
trafficking and drugs and criminals com- 
ing into our country by building a wall on 
our southern boarders. He was a billionaire 
before he took office and has lost a third of 
his money, by helping our country. He has 
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always supported our veterans, our military, 
and police. Or is he hated for making the rest 
of the world pay their fair share of the cost of 
the U.N., and does not sell out to other coun- 
tries. The Democrats hate him because he is 
trying to lessen the control they want to hold 
over industry and the people of this country. 
He calls the media fake news because they 
censer what they tell us. Case in point the 
riots in Seattle, WA., Portland, OR, New York, 
NY and others. These are only some of the 
reasons to hate Trump. Let alone that we had 
the lowest unemployment in the last seventy 
years, and interest rates also. And don’t forget 
lower taxes and less regulation on businesses. 
He did so much more for our country. 

Now remember Biden is going to save 
us, by ending all that Trump has done. So, we 
need to fearful for what was voted for. 

The news networks said Trump would 
start WWIII. It did not happen. Why? Strong 
military, thanks to Trump. It’s been a long 
time sense we had that. 

The Democrats attacked him on his han- 
dling of the coronavirus. Trump promised a 
vaccine before the end of the year, promise 
kept. Biden got his first dose, then went on 
the news condemning Trumps handling of the 
pandemic. If that is not a hypocrite then I am 
wrong. 

Ted Cousineau 
Blandford 





Fun finding tlowers 


ne might say I have a soft IN THE in North American gardens since 
spot for heirloom flow- GARDEN its introduction during colonial 
ers. Learning about these times. Tall purple spikes grace 


antiques as a twenty-something 
when I started working at Old 
Sturbridge Village likely set the 
stage for what I dub a long-term 
love affair. Just today I placed 
orders for seeds of my favorites, 


on to learn about the cream of the 
crop of cottage garden favorites. 

There has always been a secretive side 
to foxgloves, due in part to an unusual name 
and the potent medicine that is obtained from 
the plant. Legend has it that foxglove was 
derived from “‘folk’s glove’, folks referring to 
the elves and fairies of country lore. Another 
legend tells that the fox needed magical 
gloves to steal a chicken or two. A less fan- 
ciful explanation traces glove to gleow in 
Old English; a gleow was an ancient musical 
instrument made of bells suspended from a 
curved frame. I think the description fits the 
look pretty accurately! The following species 
I grow with success; please use caution when 
planting around children due to poisonous 
properties. 

Native to Western Europe, the common 
foxglove (Digitalis purpura) has had a place 
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among the many are a number of ROBERTA There are other, more subtle 
: MCQUAID 
foxglove and pink species. Read mu GhUREEY species of foxglove worthy of a 
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rise from basal foliage and make 
a strong statement in the June gar- 
den in sun or part shade, fertile 
ground. Although biennial, this 
species will self-seed prolifically. 
Try ‘alba’ for a all white strain. 


home in your garden. One of my 
top picks is the Rusty Foxglove 
(Digitalis ferruginea). Small flowers the color 
of liquid gold bloom up three to six-feet 
stems late in the summer. Although touted 
as being a biennial this species has happily 
returned for several years in my part shade, 
moisture retentive location. The yellow fox- 
glove (D. grandiflora) is a reliable perennial, 
shorter than most, only 24 to 30 inches tall 
and blooming a soft yellow in early June. 
This species also prefers part shade and ade- 
quate moisture. The Grecian foxglove (D. 
lanata), a true biennial, has grayish flowers, 
blooming in July up three-foot stems. The 
straw foxglove (D. lutea) begins relatively 
short in stature but after three or four years 
can get quite tall at four feet. Its creamy flow- 
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By Deborah Daniels 


erein lies some tips for sharing 
Hoeress with possums. They’re 

not exactly pets. They’re rare- 
ly invited but there they are like your 
in-laws, just visiting until they can get 
back on their feet! Winters are tough on 
possums and they will take up residence 
wherever the easy meal is found. You see 
they do not hibernate. 

So, what do we know about these 
nocturnal, marauding marsupials? Well, 
we only see Virginia opossums here in 
the USA and Canada. They are related to 
kangaroos and koalas, in that they carry 
their babies in pouches, hence the term 
marsupial. They are reclusive, solitary, 
and usually nomadic animals. Once the 
food runs out, they usually move on. 
They live in the woodlands near water. 
They are not aggressive. They only live 
one to two years, dying by starvation 
during prolonged, cold weather or under 
the wheels of cars. Their best defense 1s 
to climb a tree. They can do this because 
they have opposable thumb-like toes on 
their hind feet. They are not good run- 
ners. Their only other defense besides 
growling, hissing, and showing their 
teeth, is feigning death! They “play 
possum” when threatened. They fall in 
an instinctive death dive with their lips 
pulled back in a grimace, showing their 
teeth, possibly foaming at the mouth and 
releasing a foul-smelling green liquid 
from their anal glands. That hopefully 
repels any predator. They can feign death 
for up to four hours, not moving with 
a very slow heart and respiratory rate. 
Scientists call it an involuntary faint. It is 
an act for survival. 

Opossums are called nature’s sani- 
tation engineers. They will eat anything, 
specializing in mice, rats, moles, shrews, 
ticks, snakes, and carrion. You really 
couldn’t ask for a better garbage dispos- 
er, or for that matter pest controller. They 
will eat snails, slugs, worms, frogs, nuts, 
berries, birds and garbage. Benefits to 
cohabitation! 

So why the fuss when they take up 
residence? Might it be their appearance? 
They have scraggly fur, a rat-like tail 
and those pointy sharp teeth, 50 grind- 
ers to be precise. That is their scariest 
feature. But heck, looking mean and 
ugly is part one of discouraging enemies 
from approaching and playing possum 
is act two, that hardly seems much of a 
defense. Worried about a bite? Possums 
do not have rabies. The theory is that 
because of their cold thermostat — their 
body temperature is 94 to 97 degrees 
Fahrenheit — viruses don’t survive in 
possums. What a relief! 

Possums do not dig burrows. They 
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ers are a mere % inches and are quite 
unusual, but lovely, and return year after 
year. 

Now on to the pinks. Everyone 
knows what a florist carnation smells like, 
flowery with a hint of cloves. Imagine it, 
but reduce the scale of the flower size and 
loosen the head a bit and you will be on 
to Sweet William, (Dianthus barbatus). 
Prized by florists for its clustered, richly 
scented three-inch flower heads, seen in 
white, magenta, salmon and pretty bicol- 
ors. Technically a biennial, Sweet William 
will occasionally return for a third or 
fourth year of bloom but will likely be 
spindly at best. 

Dianthus gratianopolitanus is 
a mouthful for a plant better known as 
Cheddar Pink. Settle for a few quar- 
ter-sized fragrant pink blooms in year one, 
but by mid-June of the second year of the 
plant, it will be at least a foot to 15 inches 
wide by eight inches tall with flowers 
too numerous to count. Each individual 
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A possum seeks sanctuary in a tree during 


the night. 


Submitted photo by Deborah Daniels 
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A possum employs one of its best defense mechanisms — playing dead. 


live in abandoned burrows, in road cul- 
verts, rock and tree shelters and in sheds, 
attics, garages and under homes. They 
do make nests with leaves. They will use 
their tails to carry leaves to a nest, see 
photo. YouTube has a very cute video 
called, Nest Building Opossum, watch it 
if you can. They are good swimmers. 
Possums give birth to five to 13 
babies in a litter. They usually give birth 
in February and July. Babies are born 
blind and hairless weighing 1.5 grams. 
They will crawl into their mother’s pouch 
where they will suckle and grow for two 
to three months. They then crawl outside 
and cling onto Mom for another two to 
nine months! If the babies are separated 
from Mom, they make sneezing sounds 


floret is composed of five flat petals that 
get a bit deeper in tone near the center 
and tatter somewhat at the edge. Curly 
stamens popping up in the middle add to 
the interest. 

Pheasant-Eye or Cottage Pink, 
(Dianthus plumarius), is less behaved than 
it cousin. The silver foliage has a ten- 
dency bend and grow in funny, rambling 
angles, making it a great candidate for 
draping over the edge of a raised border 
or rock wall. The flowers are fragrant still, 
but less prolific than those of Cheddar 
Pink. Similar in appearance too, except 
that they have an even more pronounced, 
dark eye against white, light pink and 
deep pink petals- giving it the name 
Pheasant-Eye! 

The last pretty pink I'll mention 
today is Fringed or Superb Pink (Dianthus 
superbus). It differs from Clove and 
Pheasant Eye in that its foliage is green 
and less spiky, more grass-like. And while 
the others top off under a foot, Fringed 
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for her to locate them. Unfortunately, 
many of these babies never survive to 
adulthood. 

You say you already have a pet. 
Surprisingly, cats and possums often tol- 
erate each other, avoiding interaction, 
but okay with living nearby. Dogs are 
sworn enemies, so without a handy tree 
to climb, a possum would be dead or 
playing dead more than being alive with 
a dog. However, the Opossum Society 
of the United States suggests that you 
leave PVC pipes eight inches in diameter 
lying in your yard for a possum to use 
as temporary shelter from being harmed 
by a dog. That way you will have some 
peace when you let your dog outside at 
night. Neighbors don’t like bark fests. 


from page 4 


Pink grows two feet tall or taller. Light 
pink or purple flowers are deeply fringed, 
giving them a very delicate appearance 
that is best admired (and sniffed!) up 
close. 

Many of these Dianthus and Digitalis 
species are available by seed through 
JL Hudson, Seedsman (www.jlhudson- 
seeds.net) and Richters (www.richters. 
com). Plants are easy to grow, best start- 
ed indoors in late February. Pinks prefer 
to sprout off-heat, but foxgloves benefit 
from heating cables. Light will aid in ger- 
mination for both types; simply press the 
seed into the soil surface and do not cover. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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A chart outlines the different animal tracks 
that may be found in the woods. 


Seriously, OSUS has a terrific website 
on possums, including where to find a 
possum rehabilitator, should you find one 
injured. 

Not to dwell on tough times, but 
possums were the main event on many 
a dinner table during the Depression. 
Jimmy Carter reminisces about eat- 
ing roast possum and sweet potatoes 
in his book “An Hour Before Daylight, 
Memories of a Rural Boyhood.” So, you 
might want to consider that possum you 
are sharing your property with a little 
insurance against food insecurity! Now 
go on and be possum tolerant. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 
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idea that ‘the foundation of authority 
is in the free consent of the people.’ 
In 1662, the Charter of Connecticut 
superseded the Fundamental Orders, 
though the majority of the origi- 
nal document’s laws and statutes 
remained in force until 1818.” 

For more information, the 
Grateful American Book Prize recom- 
mends A. Chamberlain’s “The First 
Constitution Of Connecticut: The 
Fundamental Orders.” 

History Matters A biweek- 
ly column courtesy of The Grateful 
American Book Prize, which show’s 
the nation’s children that their past is 
prelude to their future. 
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Residents urged to return street list 


BLANDFORD — Town Clerk Doris 
Jemiolo reminds residents of the annual 
street list mailing that goes out January 
15. 

Included in this year’s mailing to all 
households is a survey for use by the 
Resilient Master Plan Committee, which 
will help determine the town’s future for 
open space, recreation, development and 
more. 

There will also be information from 


the Porter Memorial Library, a message 
from the Municipal Light Plant on how 
to sign up for high speed internet access, 
and a request from the Council on Aging. 

Jemiolo also reminds residents that 
failure to return the street listing can 
result in a voter’s inactivation. 

“Tt’s really in everyone’s best interest 
to return the form and list every member 
of the household,’ said Jemiolo. 


Open Burning Season begins Friday 


BLANDFORD — Open Burning 
begins Jan. 15 and continues through 
May l. 

Permits are available through the 
Fire Department online via the town’s 
website at townofblandford.com. If a 
resident does not have internet access 
or has difficulty online, burning permits 
are available by telephone by contact- 
ing Fire Chief Dave Mottor at 413-848- 
4279, ext. 600. 

The following regulations must 
be observed: Only brush may be 
burned; all other materials are illegal. 
No leaves, grass, hay, stumps, building 
debris or any other materials may be 
burned. 

All open burning must be a mini- 
mum of 75 feet from buildings or struc- 
tures. 

Burning starts at 10 a.m. and must 
be extinguished by 4 p.m. Any open 


fire must be attended at all times by the 
permit holder. 

No person shall set, maintain or 
increase a fire in open air at any time 
except by permission. 

Burners must be 18 years or older 
to apply for a permit and set, maintain 
or increase a fire once permission has 
been granted by the Fire Department. 

Burners must have an appropriate 
means to extinguish an open air fire 
completely at the end of the day or if 
requested by the Fire Department. 

The Fire Department can refuse or 
cancel a permit at any time. For exam- 
ple, a violation of permit regulations or 
change in weather conditions. 

Permits are only issued between 
8:30 a.m. and | p.m. and only on the 
day anyone wants to burn. No permits 
will be issued in advance due to the 
potential change in weather conditions. 
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Apartments available through Hilltown CDC 


CHESTER — Hilltown CDC is cur- 
rently accepting applications for one studio 
and one one-bedroom apartment on the 
third floor of 1 School Street in Chester, 
MA. Tenancy is limited to those 55 years 
of age or older, or persons with disability. 

Rents are subsidized by Massachusetts 
Rental Vouchers. Subsidies are based on 
income. Rent for studio before subsidy is 
$774. Rent for one bedroom before subsidy 
is $774. 


Incomes limits are set at 80% of area 
median, and may not be more than the 
amounts listed: One person $47,850; two 
person $54,650. 

Complete applications must be 
received by Jan. 31. Tenancy expected to 
begin in February. Applications will be 
mailed or emailed upon request. For more 
information, contact Property Manager 
Kristepher Severy at 413-296-4536 ext. 
105, or kristephers @ hilltowncdc.org. 


MONTGOMERY 
Library hosts storyteller for Zoom tales 


MONTGOMERY — Professional 
storyteller Mary Jo Maichack is offer- 
ing a new presentation recommended 
for older teens and adults, a live Zoom 
reading of three short stories from J.D. 
Salinger’s Nine Stories, followed by a 
participant discussion of the work. 
“Three of Nine” Zoom interactive pro- 
grams will take place on the last three 
Thursdays of January — Jan. 14, Jan. 
21, and Jan. 28 — from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Grace Hall Memorial Library is funding 
this event. 

The three stories featured will be 
“The Laughing Man,’ “A Perfect Day for 
Bananafish,’ and “For Esmé, with Love 
and Squalor.” 

Maichack’s long career as a profes- 
sional storyteller will bring a polished 
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and nuanced reading of three stories. 
Her facilitation is kind and supportive. 
Patrons may want to pre-read the stories, 
but may simply attend the event and lis- 
ten. For more information and to register, 
contact the library. 

“Three of Nine” is a new develop- 
ment in Maichack’s 30-year storytelling 
career, the springboard for which was 
her Bachelor of Arts in English literature 
from Middlebury College, as well as her 
family roots. She has performed some 
4,000 programs from San Francisco to 
Vienna, Austria. She has won two nation- 
al awards for her CDs of storytelling and 
music, appeared on WGBY-PBS and on 
the National Storytelling Network, and 
currently serves as Massachusetts State 
Liaison to the NSN. 





Woronoco Heights Outdoo 


RUSSELL — On Saturday, Jan. 16, 
Woronoco Heights Outdoor Adventures 
will be hosting Top O’ The Hill Maple 
as a feature presenter for their month- 
ly soiree into the wilds of Moses Scout 
Reservation. Top O’ The Hill Maple is a 
maple sugaring producer in Blandford, 
MA. Owners Chuck, Trish, and Nathan 
Andrews will be showing WHOA partici- 
pants what it takes to set up a maple syrup 
collection system. Using both modern 
day and antique tools, the Andrews will 
offer guided tours of the new Moses Scout 
Reservation “sugar bush.” Visitors will see 
how maple trees are selected for tapping, 
how the taps are inserted into the trees, 
and how other various equipment is used 
to collect the raw maple tree sap. 

During the maple sugaring months 
of February and March, a trip to the Top 
O’ The Hill Maple has been a popular 
activity for past WHOA participants. After 
a short hike, or snowshoe, through the 
reservation’s back country, visitors are 
rewarded with the Andrews’ hospitality 
and samples of the sweet, freshly boiled, 
syrup from their “sugar shack” on Birch 
Hill Road. Although January is still too 
early for maple sugaring, Mr. Andrews 
wanted to share some of his 12 years 
of maple sugaring experience with the 
WHOA guests and build up some excite- 
ment for the upcoming sugaring season. 

WHOA Director Mia Santos-Izyk, 
said that along with the terrific program 
the Andrews have planned, there are many 
other activities scheduled for the day. 


Winter season perfect for reading 


RUSSELL — It’s a perfect time of 
the season to read books about winter 
animals. When visiting the Russell Public 
Library there is a section of books ready 
to go. Patrons will find nonfiction books 
about animal tracking, wolves, and owls, 
along with picture books of wildlife in 
the winter. Included in the selection is a 





r Adventures features Top 


Top 0’ The Hill Maple owners Nathan, Trish, and Chuck Andrews will present the tricks of 
sap collection at the Woronoco Heights Outdoor Adventures on Saturday, Jan. 16. 


“Visitors may still expect to experi- 
ence such exciting events as our black- 
smith shop, featuring our Forged in Fire 
contestant Dana Dupuis, ice fishing on 
the lake (if the ice is thick enough), winter 
bird feeding and identification, orienteer- 
ing, escape challenges and the ever-pop- 
ular scavenger hunt bingo,” Santos-Izyk 
said. “Mother Nature will not hold us 
back, if there’s enough snow guests may 
snowshoe along the reservation’s trails, 
but if there’s no snow folks may take out 
our mountain bikes (COVID-19 regula- 
tions require guests to bring their own 
helmet)!” 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
restrictions the registration cost for all 


book of winter poems, by Robert Frost. 

And whooo’s ready to read “Owl 
Moon,” and create some owl projects, 
and discovery the wonders of nature 
through creative activity packets? Visit 
the library or put an order in for curbside 
pick-up to get a copy. That’s OWL for 
now. 
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these activities remains at $10 per person, 
regardless of age. The Jan. 16 activities 
all commence at 9 a.m. and end at 3: p.m. 
Regarding the COVID-19 regulations, 
Santos-Izyk advises all participants and 
WHOA staff that various modifications 
to the usual WHOA programs are still 
in place. Participants will be required to 
preregister and prepay on-line at; www. 
wmascouting.org/WHOA202101. No 
walk-ins or onsite registrations will be 
permitted. Additionally, registrations will 
be limited, and participants may be asked 
to assemble into groups of 12 or fewer 
individuals. Typical social distancing 
will be practiced with mandatory face 
coverings required at all times whether 
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outside or in enclosed areas. A full list 
of WHOA’s COVID-19 modifications is 
available on its website at www.wmas- 
couting.org/W HOA. 

Each month Woronoco Heights 
Outdoor Adventures presents activities 
taking advantage of the Horace A. Moses 
Scout Reservation’s 1300-acre camp, 
located a few minutes from I-90 Exit 3, 
at 310 Birch Hill Rd. in Russell, MA. The 
ever-growing list of activities are open 
to all. One does not need to be a Boy 
Scout to take part in a WHOA Saturday. 
Families, children, teens, adults, clubs, 
teams, and others may participate. All pro- 
ceeds benefit various improvement proj- 
ects and programs at the Horace A. Moses 
Scout Reservation. 

More WHOA information may be 
found at www.wmascouting.org/W HOA; 
to preregister online visit www.wmas- 
couting.org/WHOA202101. As WHOA’s 
director states, “It’s wintertime in the 
hills of the Berkshires so guests are cau- 
tioned to be prepared and dress warm- 
ly by wearing layers of clothing. Wear 
what will keep you warm, expect snow 
and/or ice-covered activity areas with ter- 
rain being be rocky, muddy, snowy or 
even icy. Therefore, wearing sneakers will 
be hazardous. Sturdy footwear will help 
keep one’s feet warmer and provide better 
Support over uneven terrain. For those 
who might get chilled, the camp’s trading 
post will be open under a limited guest 
capacity... WHOA Rain, snow, or shine it 
doesn’t get any better than this!” 


Strum with free online ukulele lessons 


RUSSELL — Free online ukulele 
lessons for beginners to advanced begin- 
ners ages 8 and older will be available 
via Zoom, taught by teacher and per- 
former Dave Maloof. 

Lessons will begin the week of Jan. 
18; a limited number of lessons are avail- 
able. Anyone interested should contact 
Maloof at MusicPlusComedy @ gmail. 
com to sign up and ask any questions 
about lessons or about buying a ukulele. 

Maloof has presented Mass. Cultural 


Council-funded ukulele workshops at the 
Russell Public Library and throughout 
Massachusetts, and also teaches indi- 
vidual lessons. Each lesson will be 30 
to 45 minutes and will be adapted to the 
student’s level of playing and musical 
interests. 

This program is supported in part 
by a grant from the Russell Cultural 
Council, a local agency which is funded 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a 
State agency. 
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RECYCLABLES 


The board had two people request 
an interest in the position — Granger and 
Mary Wheelan of Greenfield, represent- 
ing the nonprofit organization Visioning 
BEAR Circle Intertribal Coalition, Inc. 
The board decided on Granger for being 
based locally and known reliability as 
he’s done the job in the past. The board 
had concerns with Wheelan being locat- 
ed in Greenfield, but she was not in 
attendance for the Zoom meeting. 

‘“We’re talking about what could be 
a substantial number of bottles and cans. 
She didn’t indicate if she’s willing to 
come weekly? Biweekly?” Selectman 
Amy Wang said. “I don’t know if she 
realizes how much volume we could be 
talking about.” 

“It sounds to me Mary looked at 
the notice that Charley [Rose] posted 
on the website, it sounded interesting, 
and thought she showed an expression 
of interest without indicating what her 
capabilities are,’ said Selectman Steve 
Smith. “I really don’t want to put this 
off. We’ve got a good local volunteer. 
We’ve a history with nonprofits going 
back many years. They just last for a lit- 
tle while then their volunteers wear out.” 

Granger also received 51signatures 
on citizen’s petition supporting him for 
the job and Transfer Station Attendant 
Sue Asher wrote to the board her support 
as well. 

“I know Joey Granger as a trust- 
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worthy and reliable person and I look 
forward to working with him as he man- 
ages the returnable bottles and cans,” 
Asher wrote. 

The proposal was first broached 
at the board meeting on Dec. 22, when 
Richard Mansfield met with the board on 
behalf of Granger about the opportunity 
to make some extra change through the 
redemption returns. 

“Let’s call it a means of survival. 
He’s got to push the cans through a nick- 
el at a time. It’s not a lucrative thing, but 
it does help quite a bit,’ Mansfield said. 

The individual or small business 
would be using town furnished storage 
containers and shed to remove return- 
ables weekly and maintain the shed neat- 
ly so it’s not overfilled during open hours 
at the transfer station. 

The board members were concerned 
about the prospect of awarding a position 
without any public posting before award- 
ing the job to someone. 

“My thinking on it, Richard, was 
that because of the fact there’s even a 
modest amount of money involved for 
the person who does it — It’s certainly 
not much I recognize that — I think the 
best municipal practices are we solicit 
proposals for this work, including pri- 
vate vendors, and just simply indicate 
the town will evaluate how we want to 
receive the proposals,” Chairman Charley 
Rose said. 





Dog licenses available for 2021 


WORTHINGTON — Dog licens- 
es for 2021 are now available and any 
dogs old enough to be vaccinated for 
rabies should get a 2021 license by 
March 31. 

Dogs must have a current rabies 
certificate when getting a license. The 
cost is $5 for spayed or neutered and 
$10 for male or female. Please mail 
or put the rabies certificate, fee, and 
a letter-sized self-addressed enve- 
lope in the drop box. Items can be 
mailed to the Town Clerk, P.O. Box 
247, Worthington, MA 01098. Rabies 
certificates will be returned with the 
new tags. 





Fund available for heating needs 


WORTHINGTON — The Whiting 
Street Fund Committee would like to 
remind Worthington residents about the 
Whiting Street Fund as heating season 
peaks. 

The fund exists for the sole pur- 
pose of providing financial assistance 
to Worthington residents who are expe- 
riencing short-term financial needs. 
The fund helps individuals and families 
with expenses that directly affect their 
well-being. For example, assistance has 
been provided with medical expenses, 
car repair and, especially this time of 


SCHOOLS & YOUTH 


year, fuel bills. Any Worthington resi- 
dent can apply for financial assistance 
by contacting a member of the Whiting 
Street Fund board. 

The Board confidentially reviews 
all applications and if approved, 
arranges for the bill to be paid. For 
more information or to apply for 
assistance, either email the Board at 
WhitingStreet @ worthington-ma.us or 
call any member — Bruce Barsheefsky 
at 413-563-8888, Diane Meehan at 413- 
238-001, or Cath Whitcomb at 413-238- 
5968. 





COACH 


year Bonenfant ran the Girls’ Soccer 
team, and he did a good job. Estelle was 
invited by the team and Bonenfant to 
some practices and games during the 
past season, and he was excited to see 
his players again. He feels Bonenfant 
handled the season well, especially with 
all the changes and restrictions that were 
incorporated. Estelle added he doesn’t 
think he would have adapted well to the 


BUDGET 


“T just wanted to make sure every- 
body is on the same page this 1s not what 
will necessarily be presented at the Feb. 1 
hearing,’ Smidy said. “This is just a pre- 
liminary discussion.” 

The first set of increases for the 
school are not optional and there are 
$145,583 in contractual raises due next 
year. This year, the raise is a 0.75% 
increase. Smidy also stressed the impor- 
tance of additional professional develop- 
ment for all teachers, which would cost 
$94,900. She views this as a onetime 
expenditure to help get the curriculum 
back on track after COVID-19 impacted 
the past year. She explained the standards 
and curriculum to ensure students have 
the necessary skills before moving on to 
the next course need to be re-evaluated. 

“Those skills now have gaps in 
them,” Smidy said. “We need to really 
evaluate when students are learning cer- 
tain skills and how it should be done and 
when it should be done.” 

The school is also interested in add- 
ing annual anti-racism professional devel- 


changes of the sport season. 

Estelle was the head Soccer 
coach for 30 years and developed the 
Gateway Soccer program in 1990; he 
was also the Baseball Coach. He 
coached his teams to seven Western 
Mass Championships, three-time State 
Finalists, earned the 2012 Western 
Mass Division 3 Girls Soccer Coach of 
the year, and also received the Charlie 


opment for teachers, which would cost 
$53,040 plus $3,700 for a trainer. 

“This is what I would have if I was 
able to have everything I wanted,’ she 
said. “This is a hefty cost, but I also think 
it’s pretty important for us to provide a 
pretty anti-racist education to our stu- 
dents. In my dream budget it would be an 
ongoing cost.” 

Special education costs are always 
a concern. Smidy said the school is cur- 
rently expecting three out of district 
students with special needs to come to 
the district next year, which would be 
a $352,528 increase. However, because 
Hampshire Regional purchased itself its 
own vans a couple years ago, $90,000 of 
the $118,858 transportation cost would 
be covered dropping the total increase 
to $262,528. Committee member Corey 
Brastaad asked if this was the type of 
savings the school anticipated when it 
lobbied for the vans in the past. 

“This is a bit more than I expect- 
ed,” Smidy replied. “This savings I 
double or triple that [van investment] 


Niedzwiecki Award in 1997. 

Estelle said it was a tough decision 
to retire in 2019, but he felt it was time. 
He joked that his wife has stood by him 
while he taught and coached, so it was 
time to spend time with her. 

“It’s bittersweet; I do miss many 
things. I miss the players, building, and 
bonding with the team, and the staff I 
worked with,” Estelle said. “It’s been 


in just one year.” 

There are also some internet and 
technology items which may appear in 
the budget, but potential state or federal 
funding may also impact what the district 
needs to ask for. The school is closely 
monitoring the fluid budget situation and 
making adjustments throughout the bud- 
get process. 

Southampton Selectman Matt Roland 
spoke about the situation in Southampton 
and it’s becoming difficult for the town to 
keep cutting every department in town, 
including Norris Elementary School, 
while HRHS goes up every year. 

‘“We’re slashing police, fire upwards 
of $30,000. We had to slash Norris 
$60,000...we’re looking at another dif- 
ficult budget year and its just become 
harder and harder to budget as a town 
and look at increases from Hampshire 
Regional High School,’ Roland said. “I’m 
a huge believer in public education. I 
want these funds to be diverted and spent 
on our children. With that being said, it’s 
got to be fair and it’s got to walk through 
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great to work with a team like mine, and 
to be the head coach of an amazing soc- 
cer program with so many great student 
athletes. I’m glad I was able to see they 
perform this past year; it was good to see 
them again.” 

Estelle is happy to add the award 
to his collection, but is even happier to 
see the soccer program doing well in his 
absence with Bonenfant at the lead. 
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the path of common sense.” 

Goshen Finance Committee 
Chairman Dawn Scaparotti asked for 
Smidy to prepare a priority list for all 
school budget increases for Feb. 1. Smidy 
did one during the budget last year and 
Scaparotti said it was helpful for the 
towns to get a sense of what the budget 
needed.’ 

“What is the priority from your per- 
spective? [You’re] closer to the needs than 
we are,” Scaparotti said. “Just a cascading 
priority list if we couldn’t fund every- 
thing.” 

Business Administrator Bobbie Jones 
did provide a list of estimates for what 
town assessments may looked like, but 
stressed the estimate of the figures are 
“very subject to change” due to having no 
state revenue numbers and having to use 
fiscal 2021 numbers in its place. 

The preliminary budget hearing 
will be held on Monday, Feb. 1, at 6:30 
p.m. For more information and the Zoom 
information closer to the meeting date, 
visit hrhs.net. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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Three farmers receive MFBAPF John and Liolia Schipper Grants 


MARLBOROUGH -— Following 
a competitive selection process, the 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Agricultural 
Preservation Foundation selected three 
farmers from 28 applications to receive 
grants from the John and Liolia Schipper 
Grant program. These grants are focused 
on assisting Massachusetts farmers in 
becoming more economically viable and 
sustainable. 






“We saw a Strong interest in this 
grant program again this year,’ said 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation 
President Mark Amato. “This was made 
possible by a generous bequest from the 
late John and Liolia Schipper and is meant 
to assist deserving farmers develop their 
businesses. I look forward to seeing this 
year’s three farms complete their proj- 
ects.” 
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Grant recipients include the following: 

Denise Barstow, who oversees a dairy 
farm based in Hampshire County. She will 
purchase equipment to upgrade their robot- 
ic milker. 

Chris Parsons, who oversees a diver- 
sified livestock farm based in Hampshire 
County. He will purchase new grain bins to 
improve his herd’s nutrition. 

Henry Sarafin, who oversees a diver- 





taurant Special 


sified timber operation based in Hampshire 
County. He will be purchasing safety 
equipment to improve his operation, which 
will also improve productivity. 

Applications for the 2021 grant pro- 
gram will be available next fall with a 
deadline of Nov. 1, 2021. Applicants must 
be a regular Farm Bureau member in good 
standing or be sponsored by a regular 
member. 





We would like to offer our local restaurants a special to advertise 
and let your patrons know you are open for business. 





°99 


TAKEOUT OR DINE-IN! 








3X8 Black & White Ad 
dimensions 4.7/5 w X 8°h 


*Ad must run for 4 weeks between 
Jan. 27, 2021 thru March 26, 2021 


Advertisement will also include FREE 
Restaurant Listing in all 12 weekly papers in 
our Open For Business Directory that will run 

EVERY week until March 26, 2021. 


Call Your Advertising Representative TODAY 


DON'T MISS OUT! 


per week"*/per paper 


ABC Pizza 





Open for Takeout/Dine-In 
100 Main Street 


Hours 





Hamburger Place 


413-123-4567 


Open for Takeout Only 
200 Main Street 


Hours 


413-123-4567 
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Karen McTaggart documents relic of a time long past while hiking in Chesterfield. 
Submitted photos 
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The Hilltown Hikers explored the roads above Chesterfield Gorge and found old cellar holes 
during their hike. 
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Otis Library & Museum receives national 
grant for small and rural libraries 


OTIS — The Otis Library has been 
selected as one of 200 libraries to par- 
ticipate in Libraries Transforming 
Communities: Focus on Small and 
Rural Libraries, an American Library 
Association initiative that helps library 
workers better serve their small and rural 
communities. 

The competitive award comes with a 
$3,000 grant that will help the library to 
open lines of communication and create 
opportunities to develop an appreciation of 
racial and cultural diversity throughout the 
Otis community. 

“We are fortunate to have two library 
trustees Gloria Mamokhin and Susan Ebitz 
who in addition to writing the grant have 
volunteered to be trained in facilitation and 
outreach through this amazing opportuni- 
ty,’ said Library Director Kathleen Bort. 
“This grant will allow them to facilitate 
discussions with residents to communicate 
effectively.” 

As part of the grant, Otis Library 
Trustees Mamokhin and Ebitz will take an 
online course in how to lead conversations, 
a skill vital to community work. They will 
then host conversations with community 
boards, and residents and educators about 
racial and cultural diversity and use the 
grant funds to enhance the library collec- 
tion in these areas for all ages from chil- 
dren to adults. 

These efforts will articulate and inter- 
act with the Farmington River School 
as well other community organizations 


such as The Otis Cultural Council, the 
Otis Recreation Department, and Diverse 
Otis. Town Departments including the 
Otis Police, the Board of Selectmen, the 
Technology Committee, and the Historic 
and Planning Commissions will be invited. 
Through this program, the library will use 
the talents and expertise of its diverse pop- 
ulation to foster engagement and under- 
standing. 

If someone is interested in getting 
involved or taking part in the conversation, 
please contact Bort, Mamokhin or Ebitz, 
or send a note of interest to info @otislibra- 
ryma.org or call 413-269-0109 for more 
information. 

More than 300 libraries applied for the 
grant, according to ALA. Eight Libraries 
from Massachusetts recerved awards. 

Since 2014, ALA’s Libraries 
Transforming Communities initiative has 
re-imagined the role libraries play in sup- 
porting communities. Libraries of all types 
have utilized free dialogue and delibera- 
tion training and resources to lead com- 
munity and campus forums; take part in 
anti-violence activities; provide a space 
for residents to come together and discuss 
challenging topics; and have productive 
conversations with civic leaders, library 
trustees and staff. 

Libraries Transforming Communities: 
Focus on Small and Rural Libraries 
is an initiative of the American Library 
Association in collaboration with the 
Association for Rural and Small Libraries. 


COVID-19 testing and flu shots available 


OTIS — The Otis Council on Aging 
and community health programs are 
sponsoring COVID-19 testing and regu- 
lar flu shots at the Otis Town Hall begin- 
ning on Friday, Jan. 15, and on each third 


Friday thereafter. No appointment is nec- 
essary. Drive-through and mask wearing 
protocols will be in place. Please bring 
medical insurance cards. Hours will be 
10 a.m. to noon. 


MIDDLEFIELD 





Open burning season permits available 


MIDDLEFIELD — Open burning 
season begins on Friday, Jan. 15 and runs 
until May 1, weather permitting. Brush 


permits can be obtained by calling Fire 
Chief Ron Radwich at 413-623-6456 or 
Deputy Chief Larry Pease 413-623-5072. 
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CUMMINGTON — Dog licenses 
are available by mail through the Town 
Clerk. Please send the following info 
along with a check made out to the 
Town of Cummington to Town Clerk 
at P.O. Box 128, Cummington, MA 
01026, or the information and check 
can be dropped off in the drop box 
located on the east side in the back of 
the community house near the back 


Lunch is served at the Senior 
Center, 169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, 
each Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 





BECKET 





Dog licenses due by March 31 


entrance. licenses are due by March 31, 
2021. 

information required includes an 
updated rabies vaccination, name of 
dog, breed, color, age, new/renewal, 
spayed female, neutered male, name of 
owner, phone number, and address. 

The cost is $6 for spayed and $8 
for not spayed. Please have the check 
made out to the Town of Cummington. 
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From left, Kim Kelliher, Linda Malchovsky, Liz Massa, Russ LaPierre, Michele Kenny, and 
Karen McTaggart made a snowy trek to the grave of Laura Cole Ellis in Chesterfield. 


Submitted photo 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. The menu on Wednesday, Jan. 
20, is lemon chicken, steamed peas, 
corn chowder, whole wheat bread, and 
applesauce. 





oelectman searches for funding source to extend local trail 


By Shelby Macri 


BECKET — Selectman Michael 
Lavery discussed plans for his pro- 
posed trail in town, something that he’s 
been working on since June 2019 at the 
Selectboard meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 

This trail is a common site in town 
that people already visit occasional- 
ly, known as “Jacob’s Well,’ “Jacob’s 
Pillow,” or “Jacobs Ladder.’ Lavery has 
been applying for grants that can help to 
pay for the expenses of making the trail 
walkable. The trail that Lavery is working 
on is already existing and where people 
often walk; he is proposing that the trail is 
more defined with a loop added rather than 
having to turn around at the end. Though 
the grants he already applied for didn’t 
come through, Lavery isn’t done looking 
for options. 

Currently Lavery is proposing to put 
the Community Preservation Committee 
grant as an article on the annual town 
meeting agenda. The CPC goes through 
the state and applications are due on Feb. 
28. Lavery is planning on applying to help 
fix and preserve the trail. He explained he 
intends to apply for $12,050 dollars for all 
the work that will be needed. Lavery wants 
to add the loop at the end to complete the 
trail and make it so that no matter which 
way someone goes, they will always get 





Scien Michael Lavery is proposing an ‘addition to the easing trail ee as acabe S 


Well,” “Jacob’s Pillow,” or “Jacobs Ladder.” 


back to the entrance. 

“T have given the working name of 
‘Esau’s Heel’ due to the shape of the end 
of the trail looking like a leg with a foot 
and the relevance to the other named areas 
in town,” Lavery said. “The biblical Jacob 
was a twin and his brother , who was born 
first, was named Esau. Apparently, Jacob 
held on to Esau’s Heel as Esau was exiting 


Submitted photo 


the womb.” 

Lavery also discussed making the 
entrance to the trail wider and lay so gravel 
to that there is a proper entrance, and it’s 
big enough for cars to park. Along with 
the CPC grant, Lavery reach out to a group 
called Greenagers. Founded in 2007, the 
group provides employment and volun- 
teers opportunities for teenagers and young 


adults in fields of conservation, sustainable 
farming, and environmental leadership. 
They help to prepare youth for success 
in their education and work by providing 
vocational-environmental programs with 
community engagement. Lavery was able 
to contact Greenagers to visit and walk the 
trail with him as they discussed changes to 
the trail and what plans Lavery had. 

When talking about the trail Lavery 
said there will be no motorized vehicles 
allowed on the path, especially with all 
the work that will go into preserving the 
trail. People will be able to walk the trail as 
well as bike if they want. The current trail 
is three-quarters of a mile, so if someone 
waked to the end and back it’d be a mile 
and a half. The loop that Lavery wants to 
add would be about a quarter mile, but 
would go back in on itself and wouldn’t 
add to the total distance that’s walked. 

Lavery will try every option he can 
before turning to the town for funding. 
A survey was put out by the CPC a few 
years ago, and the results showed that resi- 
dents wanted more places in town to walk, 
bike, and exercise outside. The results were 
released online, and helped inspire Lavery 
to make this trail available to residents. The 
CPC grant information in also available 
online on the town website, www.town- 
ofbecket.org, if anyone has questions or 
wants more information. 
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Fire Department, COVID-19 relief a focus for town 


By Shelby Macri 


GOSHEN — During the 
Selectboard’s last meeting of 2020 on 
Monday, Dec. 28, there were a few dis- 
cussions on the towns ongoing project, 
including COVID-19 updates, the Fire 
Department, and a recently popular pro- 
gram. 

The pandemic impacted many 
areas of the town and local government, 
including residents being unable to have 
access to food. During the shutdown, 
the Hilltown Food Pantry has been open 
and serving anyone who needs help, 
though the demand has increased so 
the Selectboard will be reviewing their 
CARE’s Act funds to offer some finan- 
cial support to the food pantry. 

The town received the last 
of its funds from the CARE’s Act on 
Dec. 24, as the money was awarded in 
two rounds. Goshen received a total of 
$83,625; most of the funds went to pur- 
chasing personal protective equipment 


Open burning season begins Jan. 15 


GOSHEN — Open burning season 
begins in the new year and run from 
Jan. 15 through May 1, as mandated by 
the state. Applications are available for 
those interested in doing an open burn. 

The online application is available 
at Goshen-ma.us. Applicants will be 
asked for their name, telephone num- 
ber, and location of the brush pile to be 
burned. Permits are only issued between 
8:30 a.m. and | p.m. on the day the 
burn is to take place. Permits may be 
requested for each day of burning. No 
permits are issued in advance due to the 
potential for changing weather condi- 
tions. On days when open burning is not 
permitted due to weather conditions, the 
online application will be disabled 

All open burning fires must be 





3 —y PROPANE Inc. 
PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 


(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), PO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


Aqua Pumps 
| w WATER SYSTEMS 


Water Pumps ¢ Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


FEED +» PET SUPPLIES » CLOTHING » COAL 
WOOD PELLETS » WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS » FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES + FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 


Carhartt 


lard at work since 


PoulinGrain” 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
1-413-667-2279 Si. samp 


Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER e PAUL GRENIER 


for first responders, portable air filter 
units for municipal buildings, equip- 
ment to facilitate remote meetings, and 
cleaning and disinfecting supplies. Town 
Administrator Dawn Scaparotti said one 
of the most critical items the funds were 
spent on included the Board of Health’s 
expanded public health mission. 

“This includes the work our Board 
of Health Chair Michael Kurland is 
performing with the Foothills Health 
District, a privately contracted nurse, 
the State Department of Public Health in 
terms of ensuring the Town is following 
all public health department guidelines 
and protocols, including the critical 
COVID-19 tracking and contact trac- 
ing,’ Scaparotti said. 

The Selectboard and Board of 
Health have been diligently supplying 
the necessary tools needed to employees 
SO everyone in town is safe during these 
uncertain times. 

The town has two ongoing projects 
with the Fire Department. The depart- 


started by | p.m. and fully extinguished 
by 4 p.m. Failure to follow these rules 
can result in the revocation of your 
permit for the remainder of the open 
burning season. There is no fee for this 
permit. 

Goshen residents who do not want 
to use the online application must call 
the Goshen Fire Department business 
line, 413-268-7161, to schedule an 
inspection and receive a written permit. 
Inspections of the brush pile will only 
be completed on Friday mornings, so 
plan accordingly. People who use the 
online application do not have to go 
through this inspection process. 

For more information, applications, 
or open burning safety tips, visit gosh- 
en-ma.us/open-burning-permits 





Call toll free to place 
your classified ad: 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent 
& Vacation Rentals 


e Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time 
Career Opportunities 


$00-824-6548 


WHITING 
F ENERGY FUELS ' 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


Water 
nesune 


System 
a 


Water Setar [=| ENSH AW Aydin aciie 


Repairs to Increase Flow 


800-232-4725 ¢ Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 


Plumbing @&@ Heating 


238-0303 


PAUL GRAHAM 
Mass. License 23299 


ment building has some leakage that 
has led to a project with two phases 
of repair. The first phase was to find 
the source of the waters entrance to the 
building and the next phase is to look 
for any wet material, including insula- 
tion, ceiling tile, or drywall, and remove 
it. 

Scaparotti explained a mold reme- 
diation would have to be considered if 
it were needed after material had been 
removed. The Massachusetts Interlocal 
Insurance Association, the town’s insur- 
ance company, will cover any necessary 
material removal and mold remedia- 
tion work. The first phase of the project 
found the reason for the leak, which 
included worn areas of the building. The 
second phase of the project was expect- 
ed to begin this week. 

“It was determined to be as a result 
of worn mastic and fasteners that attach 
the rake time to the standing seam roof 
panels due to wear and tear over the life 
of the building as well as worn flashing 


on both sides of the cast iron vent stacks 
and heater vent flashing,’ Scaparotti 
said. “The roof repair was completed 
last week by the company that original- 
ly built the facility, Crocker Building 
Company.” 

The second project for the Fire 
Department includes the replacement 
of the department’s well, which was 
approved as part of the Capital Plan 
years ago. The project is just getting 
underway because of other pressing 
capital projects as well as the surprise 
of COVID-19. The town can expect an 
improved Fire Department building and 
well when the projects are complete. 

“The Fire Department currently 
has a shallow well and it has been con- 
taminated over the years with road salt 
and the water is not potable,’ Scaparotti 
said. “Quotes for drilling an artesian 
well have been received and the proj- 
ect will be awarded at an upcoming 
Selectboard meeting, and is expected to 
get underway in January.” 


street listing out, dog licenses available 


GOSHEN — The 2021 annual 
street listings have been mailed to each 
household in Goshen. If someone hasn’t 
received one, printable blank copies are 
available on the Town Clerk webpage 
at www.goshen-ma.us, or contact the 
clerk’s office to receive another 413-268- 
8236 x107 and clerk @ goshen-ma.us. 

Please fill out info for everyone 
who lives in the house, sign and return 
to 40 Main St. Goshen, MA 01032. It 
is important the town keeps an accu- 
rate count of residents as it determines 
state and federal funding for the town. 
Responding to the street listing will also 
keep residents on the active voting list, if 
registered to vote. 

Additionally, the 2021 dog licenses 
are in. A dog licensing form was mailed 


with the street listing; neutered/ spayed 
dogs are $5 each and intact dogs are 
$10. Valid rabies certificates are required 
and must be sent with the dog license 
form. A certificate of spaying/neutering 
must also be sent to obtain a spayed 
female or neutered male license. 

As the town offices are still closed 
to the public at this time, please send 
the dog license form, fees, and certif- 
icates along with a stamped self-ad- 
dressed envelope for the return of the 
licenses and tags to Goshen Town Clerk, 
40 Main Street, Goshen, MA 01032. 
Residents may also drop the paperwork 
off in the town clerk drop box, located 
to the left of the door to the town offices. 
Last year’s licenses expire on March 31, 
2021. 


Classifieds |. 
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LASSIFIEDS 


INC. 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 
Reaching readers in 


DOWN To EARTH 
De WI) Wal (cht 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


\ Carol Labonte 


Paul Labonte 


Time to 
s CLEAN UP 


Vy: 


Established in 1982 ¢ House Cleaning Plus 


Seuvices 


Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 
Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash e Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out © Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 
P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 





ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 
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Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry 


Home Improvement ¢ Additions ¢ Restorations * Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint © Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns _Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams * Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs * Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 


e Tune Ups 
° Installations 
e Oil Tanks 


Oil Burner SYS VAs 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 413.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 


Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 


413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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WESTHAMPTON 





GRANT 


The rules are still the same; the 
money is to help with non-budgeted 
items from March 2019, meaning things 
that had come up after the budgets were 
submitted for that year. These grant funds 
provide money to pay for things that 
were unseen at the time of budget sub- 
missions. 

This update was just to inform peo- 
ple that the deadline was extended, there 
will not be new money rewarded as far as 
Bronstein knows. The town was awarded 
116,000 dollars; it decided to ask for the 
largest amount to help with their funds 
and received everything requested. As 
long as an item fits the criteria given by 
FEMA and MEMA, the money can be 
used towards it. This includes a variety 
of items, but they need to be related to 


COVID-19 as the biggest need for the 
funds. 

The grant money can pay for 
Bronstein’s job, as she was only appoint- 
ed to oversee the COVID-199 grant 
information, and is working with the 
state to continue this work and inform the 
Selectboard. It can help to pay for extra 
hours put in by COA Coordinator Amy 
Landau who’s putting in six to eight extra 
hours, or Highway Superintendent Bill 
Jablonski who’s helping at the transfer 
station when it gets busy to ensure social 
distancing and offer more help. There 
are many staff members that are putting 
in extra hours during this time because 
COVID-19 is an active factor in their job. 

Additionally, Bronstein said the 
money can be used toward buying equip- 


ment and other items needed for safe- 
ty within municipal buildings including 
the Town Hall, Library, and School. 
Equipment like plexiglass dividers, air 
purifiers, hand sanitizer and dispens- 
ers, and other things to ensure the safety 
indoors are eligible. Money will be going 
toward other safety items including disin- 
fectant, hand sanitizer, masks, and other 
personal protective equipment. Bronstein 
explained some part of the FEMA and 
MEMA money will be going toward the 
Fire and Police Departments for emer- 
gency response items and PPE for those 
areas. 

Local Inspector of Buildings Todd 
Alexander mentioned there were also 
grants available through FEMA and 
MEMA that can go towards food pantry’s 


from page I 


that are providing to the communities 
during this time. During the pandemic, 
people started leaving food on a wood- 
en structure outside the Congressional 
Church of Christ, and this grew as the 
months went on. The Church provided a 
space for the pop-up food pantry during 
the winter as its continued to grow in the 
community. 

During the meeting, Alexander 
brought up the grants and possibly using 
them for the town’s spontaneous food 
pantry, though Bronstein explained this is 
a process separate from the MEMA and 
FEMA grants she’s managing. Bronstein 
will continue to work with the state and 
the Selectboard to stay up to date on the 
state grants, and how these oppurtunities 
can be used to help the town. 


TOWN OF OTIS 
REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS 

The Town of Otis, act- 
ing through its Board of 
Selectmen, requests sealed 
proposals from qualified 
companies for a Lease 
Agreement for certain Town- 
owned real property situat- 
ed in Otis, Massachusetts 
together with a non-exclu- 
sive right of reasonable 
access thereto and to the 
closest source of electric 
and telephone facilities for 
the sole purpose of con- 
structing, installing, operat- 
ing, maintaining and repair- 
ing one or more cellular/ 
wireless Communication 
facilities to provide personal 
communications services, 
including a telecommunica- 
tions tower, antennas, an 
equipment pad or shelter, 
cables, transmission and 
utility wires, poles, con- 
duits, pipes, accessories 
and related equipment and 
improvements at said Town 
owned property. Under the 
proposed Lease Agreement, 
the Town of Otis would own 
the land, the Lessee would 
own the facility, and the 
Lessee would use the land 
for the facility. A Request 
for Proposals package may 
be obtained from the Office 
of the Town Administrator, 
Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Rd., Otis, MA during the 
hours of 9 am - 4 pm, 
Monday through Thursday 
or by emailing townadmin@ 
townofotisma.com. Sealed 
proposals are due at the 
Office of the Board of 
Selectmen by Thursday 
January 28, 2021 at 2:00 
pm when all proposals will 
be publicly opened and a 
Register of Proposals will 
be prepared. The Board of 
Selectmen is the awarding 
authority and reserves the 
right to reject any or all pro- 
posals, to waive minor infor- 
malities or irregularities in 
any proposal and to make 
any award in any manner 
consistent with the law and 
deemed to be in the best 
interests of the Town of Otis. 

Board of Selectmen 
1/07, 1/14/2021 


Town of Blandford 
Town Clerk Notice 

Received on December 
23, 2020 with approval from 
the office of the Attorney 
General pertaining to the 
Special Town Meeting 
September 28, 2020 Case 
No. 9929 

Warrant Articles # 9 
(General) 

Pursuant to MGL Ch. 40, 
sec. 32 required posting/ 
publishing. 

Articles 9 changing the 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 


wording on Arts Council 
Creation 

Claims of invalidity by 
reason of any defect in the 
procedure of adoption or 
amendment may only be 
made within ninety days of 
such posting. 

Copies of the letter 
from the Attorney General 
and the bylaw amend- 
ments in their entirety may 
be obtained from the Town 
Clerk’s Office during public 
business hours, Monday 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at Town 
Hall and viewed on the town 
website. 

Doris L. Jemiolo 
Town Clerk 
Posted at the following 
locations: 
Blandford Town Hall 
Blandford Post Office 
Porter Memorial Library 
Blandford Country Store 
Blandford Fire Department 
Training Office 
Chief of Police, Blandford 
01/14, 01/21/2021 


Legal Notice 
Town of Blandford 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

A public hearing will be 
held for all persons inter- 
ested in the application for 
two special permits by Lise 
Lawrence. The hearing will 
take place at the Blandford 
Town Hall, one Russell 
Stage Road, on Thursday, 
January 28th, 2021, at 7:00 
pm. 
The first request for a 
special permit is for a retail 
residential kitchen. 

The second request is 
for a mail order board game 
to be manufactured and 
shipped from the residence 
of lise Lawrence. 

Both permits are for the 
property on 42 Gore Road, 
Blandford. 

The applicable section of 
the Zoning by-law is 4.1.1.6 
and can be found on page10 
(ten) of the 2020 Zoning 
By-laws on the Town of 
Blandford MA Website. 

Due to the current pan- 
demic caused by covid-19, 
there has been a suspension 
of certain provisions of the 
open meeting law G.L.C. 30A 
18, as well as a limitation on 
the size of gatherings placed 
into effect by the Governor 
on March 15th, 2020. Any 
participation by interest- 
ed parties may be done 
remotely. The phone num- 
ber is 425-436-6311. And the 
access number is 248-324#. 
This will connect the caller 
to a chat room that has the 
hearing. 

Donald Brainerd 
Chairman Blandford ZBA 
For any questions please call 
413-848 2332 
1/07, 1/14/2021 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


TOWN OF BLANDFORD, MA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Please join the public hearing from your computer, 
tablet or smartphone. https://global.gotomeeting.com/ 
join/826535757. You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (646) 749-3122 Access Code: 826535757 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready 
when your first meeting starts: https://global.gotomeet- 
ing.com/install/826535757 
Pursuant to MGL., CH. 40A, Sec. 11 the Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing at the Blandford Town Hall, 1 
Russell Stage Road, Blandford, MA 01008, virtually at 7:00 
PM on January 21, 2021, at the Selectmen’s Office to present 
zoning bylaw amendments. Full articles and changes are on 
the Town web site, the Town Bulletin Board. Copies are also 
available at the Town Office and Town Library. 


Articles 


To recodify, and therefore amend, the Zoning By-Law to 
make the By-Law easier for users to navigate, simplify and 
update its language, and provide a better structure for pre- 
dictability and flexibility in both the interests of current use and 
future adaptability, by: 


1. Reorganizing and renumbering portions of the Zoning- 
Bylaw to enhance accessibility and adaptability; 

2. Updating and clarifying the purpose and authority of the 
Zoning By-Law to clearly state the Town’s legal and factual 
premises for zoning regulations; 

3. Providing consistency with present State law; 

4. Eliminating redundant or unnecessary provisions; making 
amendments such as correcting spelling and typographical 
errors, and eliminating or updating outdated statutory refer- 
ences; 

5. Revising and clarifying Zoning By-Law administrative pro- 
visions; 

6. Updating the sign section of the By-Law; 

7. Adding new criteria for Special Permit approval. 


and by taking the following actions: 


1. Deleting in their entirety the following provisions of the 
existing Zoning By-Law: 


Section | Purpose 

2.1 Use of Structure (Non-Conforming 
Uses) 

2.2 Alteration (Non-Conforming Uses) 

2.3 and 2.3.1 Extension (Non-Conforming Uses) 

2.4 Abandonment (Non-Conforming Uses 

2.5 Changes (Non-Conforming Uses) 

3.3.9 Address of lot and lot assignments 

4.1.1.6 (a)(b)(c)(d)(e) Home occupations 

5.2.1-5.2.10 Signs regulations 

5.5.5 Variances 

56 Appeals to Housing Court 

Section VII Planning and Zoning Authorized to Act 

Section IX Site Plan Review 


2. Replacing the following provisions of the Zoning By-Law 
whose proposed changes are on file in the office of the Town 
Clerk and the Planning Board: 


Section | Purpose 

2.1 Applicability 

22 Nonconforming Uses 

2.3 Non-Conforming Structures 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


2.4 Special Permit Required 
2.5 Nonconforming Single and Two-Family 
Residential Structures 


3.3.3 Changing Address and Lot Numbers 

4.1.1.6(a)(b) Home occupations 

5.2.1-5.2.9 Permanent Signs, Temporary Signs 
and Placement of Signs 

5.5.5 Variances 

5.6 Appeals 

Section VII Administration and Procedures 

Section IX Site Plan Review and Special Permits 


3. Adding the following provisions to the Zoning By-Law whose 
proposed changes are on file in the office of the Town Clerk and 
the Planning Board: 


2.2.1 Farms in the residential district 
(Nonconforming Uses) 

2.6 Abandonment or Non-Use 

2.4 Reconstruction After Catastrophe or 
Demolition 

2.8 Reversion to Nonconformity 

5.2.10-5.2.12 Sign Permits 

fA Enforcement Officer; Penalty; Permits; 
Exemptions 

Filet Building Commissioner 

7.1.2 Violations 

7.1.3 Enforcement 

7.1.4 Further Action 

715 Penalty 

7.2 Board of Appeals 

7.2.1 Establishment 

Tee Powers of the Board of Appeals 

7.2.3 Rules and Regulations 

7.2.4 Fees 

7.3 Planning Board 

L301 Establishment 

7.3.2 Powers 

13:3 Associate Member 

7.3.4 Rules and Regulations 

1.o:0 Fees 

9.2 Special Permits 

9.2.1 Special Permit Granting Authority 

9.2.2 Criteria 

O23 Procedures 

9.2.4 Conditions 

9.2.5 Plans 

9.2.6 Regulations 

9.2.7 Fees 


4. And by taking any action related thereto 


Any person interested or wishing to be heard should 
contact planning @townofblandford.com to be added to the 
Agenda. Please submit comments, in writing, to the Blandford 
Planning Board at 1 Russell Stage Road, Blandford, MA 
01008 or join us virtually. Failure to make recommendations 
on the matter for review shall be deemed lack of opposition 
thereto. A copy of the proposed articles is available for review 
at the Blandford web site at https://townofblandford.com/ 
boards-committees/planning-board/ Blandford Post Office 
and Town Hall. 

Michael Hutchins, Chair 
Blandford Planning Board 


01/07, 01/14/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 


<< @g ° Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 
service & Automatic Delivery Available 


[—e New System Installations - 
Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 
e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 
Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 



































CLUES ACROSS 

1. Adequate yearly 
progress (abbr.) 

4. Silicon Valley’s 
Specialty 

8. Gather a harvest 

10. Famed 
mathematician 

11. No (slang) 

12. Students use 
one 

13. Type of 
molecule 

15. Play make- 
believe 

16. Large barrel- 
like containers 

17. Touching 

18. Treats allergies 

21. Calendar month 

22. single 

23. Cease to live 


"no 
a 
a) o 

o 
sa 
=o 
co 


Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 


Ec. 
oO 
— co 


24. Brew 

20. What ghosts 
Say 

26. Geological time 

2/. Focus 

34. Discomfort 

35. A citizen of Iran 

36. Trip 

3/7. Imitate 

38. Makes happy 

39. Double-reed 
instrument 

40. Body parts 

41. Transgressions 

42. One-time 
emperor of 
Russia 

43. Time zone 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Used in treating 
bruises 


2. One who 
cultivates a 
small estate 

3. One who 
supports the 
Pope 

4. Annuity 

5. Geological period 

6. Grab onto tightly 

7. Kept 

9. Chinese city 

10. The most direct 
route 

12. Type of tooth 

14.__ kosh, near 
Lake Winnebago 

15. Popular veggie 

17. Supervises 
interstate 
commerce 

19. Foolish 
behaviors 





























20. Witness 

23. Gives 

24. Expression of 
creative skill 

20. A way to prop up 

26. Midway between 
northeast and 
east 

2/.Winter melon 

28. supernatural 
power 

29. Target 

30. Threes 

31.A type of poetic 
verse 

32. They make 
some people cry 

33. Kindest 

34. Forman and 
Ventimiglia are 
two 

36. A way to liquefy 
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79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 
413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


Fueling Generations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Be aware of the impact 
words can have, Aries. 
You may think what 
you're saying is innoc- 
uous, but it really can 
do harm without intent. 
Be conscious of what 
you’re saying. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

You don’t want to disap- 
point people who rely on 
you, Taurus. But remain 
conscious of what you 
can and cannot offer 
other people. Find the 
right balance. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Spend some time alone 
this week to sort things 
out in your head before 
you react to a situation 
that has been on your 
mind, Gemini. Don’t let 
others affect your state 
of mind. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, someone draws 
a proverbial line in the 
sand and challenges you 
to take action. This can 
be a conflict for you, es- 
pecially if you’re not yet 
ready to make a move. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, a steep climb is 
before you,but with 
patience and persever- 
ance, you will eventually 
reach the summit. Once 
you do, you will enjoy an 
extreme sense of ac- 
complishment. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

Try not to nitpick your 
actions, Virgo. Once 
you make a decision, 
stand by your choice 
and defend it. Typically 
your gut and your mind 
do not steer you in the 
wrong direction. 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
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LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

You may need to put 
rational on the side and 
be a little reckless in the 
days ahead, Libra. This 
may cause some tem- 
porary disarray, but take 
a chance. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

You may think you have 
the perfect plan laid out, 
Scorpio. However, dou- 
ble- or even triple-check 
all of your data. Doing 
so will provide reassur- 
ance. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, what you 
expect to happen this 
week may turn out to be 
the opposite of what ac- 
tually happens. Be pre- 
pared for any scenario 
to come your way. 


SER ROSES 
elo} Ett Ty fe 


more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 
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CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Emotions may cloud 
your judgment, Cap- 
ricorn. Try to look at a 
situation clearly so you 
can weigh-in in an im- 
partial manner so you 
have no regrets. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 
Sometimes the best 
things that happen 
to you can occur in 
the most unlikely of 
places, Aquarius. Al- 
ways keep your eyes 
Open and ready for 
surprises. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Don’t fret if you don’t 
think the same way as 
another group of peo- 
ple, Pisces. This week 
you will more fully de- 
velop your perspective. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS inc 


.—lc Ol 
CARQUEST 
| ll 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service %* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 


* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 


Call “DALE” 


8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 





Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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Matthew Bannish, 63 


Matthew Bannish, 63, passed away 
peacefully on Jan. 6, 2021 with his loving 
family by his side, after losing his battle to 
COVID-19. Matt was often found hang- 
ing out with his brothers and was loving- 
ly referred to by them as a “Social Brick’, 
until they introduced him to the world of 
golf, which then became his passion. Unless 
there was snow on the ground, Matt was 
golfing most weekends! During the week 
Matt worked alongside his brothers at the 
family sawmill, Bannish Lumber, in Chester, MA. He 
attended Westfield schools and graduated from DeVry 
University second in his class with a degree in Electrical 
Engineering, but chose to work at the family business. 
Matt was a very dedicated husband and loved spending 
time with his family, in and out of work. He was fre- 
quently found at his brother’s home, where there were 





often spaghetti dinners, margaritas, and lots 
of laughs. 

Matt leaves his wife Beverly, his 
brother Thaddeus and his wife Laurie, his 
brother Aaron and his wife Becky, his sis- 
ter Samantha and her husband Dwayne, his 
beloved Uncle Eugene and his companion 
Alice, and his Aunt Dorothy. Matt also leaves 
behind several nieces and nephews, cousins, 
and close friends, many of whom he consid- 
ered family. Matt was a genuinely wonderful 
person who will be so sadly missed by all who knew 
him. 

Services at this time will be private to help “stop the 
spread,” but we will be planning a Celebration of Life 
at a later date this year. In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations in Matt’s memory to the GoFundMe account 
set up for Rebecca Manley (c/o Cassidy Sweeney). 


Kathleen Mary Gravel, 76 


Kathleen Mary Gravel, 76, of Kinne Brooke Road 
in Worthington died at home on Nov. 5, 2020. Born 
in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania, Kathleen 
lived in California, Washington, and Montana before 
moving to Massachusetts and eventually settling in 
Worthington. Kathleen served for several years as 
a guide at the William Cullen Bryant Homestead in 
Cummington, and also worked in the ski center of the 
Notchview in Windsor, both properties of the Trustees 


Joyful, loving, kind, generous. Just a few 
of the words that describe David Kielson, 
who died of COVID-19 on Dec. 31, 2020. He 
is survived by his wife, Gail, his daughters 
and their spouses, Laurie (Jaime), Linda, and 
Leslie (Liz). He has left a huge hole in our 
lives and in the lives of all who loved him. 
Dave made it so easy to love him because he 
exuded joy, warmth, and love. 

David spent his life dedicated to his fam- 
ily. He and Gail were married for over 62 
years. As a couple, they were an inspiration because of 
their enormous love and respect for each other. Right up 
to very end, Dave could make Gail laugh. They loved 
being together and would choose it over most other 
things. David was also an amazing father. He gave his 
daughters unconditional pure love, taking pride in our 
accomplishments, helping out whenever needed, show- 
ing up for all of the important and not so important 
events in our lives. He was so playful and loved to make 
people laugh with his deadpan, good-natured sense of 
humor. 

Dave loved being in nature — cross-country skiing, 
hiking, biking, gardening. He never stopped marveling at 
the beauty. Not a day went by without him raving about 
the beauty of the natural world — the blue sky, the sun- 


Russell Reinke was born in Cleveland, 
OH on Dec. 14, 1932. The son of Edward 
(dec) and Olivia (Hass) Reinke (dec). He 
was the youngest of 5 children. Wilbur (dec), 
Edward (dec), Virginia (Breudigam) (dec) 
and Richard (dec). He is survived by his 
sister-in-law, Reba Reinke. He moved to 
Massachusetts while in the Air Force sta- 
tioned at Westover. 

Russell is survived by his wife of 53 
years, Ann (Senser) Reinke. Russell’s 6 chil- 
dren are: Irene Guilmette (Ronald), Lori Doppman 
(Peter), Kathryn Reinke (Mel Jenson), Robert Reinke 
(Peggy), William Reinke, and Russell Reinke (Robert 
Spiller, dec). He was also blessed with 12 grandchildren: 
Thomas Guilmette, Sharon Guilmette, Robert Reinke, 
Jr. (Elizabeth), Jessica Judd (Philip), Jennifer Bontempi 








of Reservations. She enjoyed reading and was a frequent 
visitor to the Worthington Library. A lifelong lover of 
animals, Kathleen bred Pharaoh Hounds and Salukis. 
Her dogs frequently participated in lure coursing events, 
for which they won many championship trophies. 

She is survived by her sister, her brother, and 
numerous nieces, nephews, grandnieces, and grand- 
nephews. All services were private. The Barry J. Farrell 
Funeral Home handled the arrangements. 


David Kielson 


rise, the birds, the autumn colors, or any other 
small wonder. He always saw the beauty. 

David lived his values — the values he 
learned from his Jewish heritage — love, 
humility, empathy, and service. He was truly 
committed to making the world a better place 
and to promoting social justice. Even when 
he worked long hours as an accountant in 
New Rochelle, NY, he found time to volun- 
teer for organizations he believed in and that 
continued throughout his life. The full list 
of organizations would be way too long to name, but 
a few to which he dedicated himself were the MLK 
Day Care Center in New Rochelle, the Hilltown 
CDC in Chesterfield, and the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts. In every instance he gave his heart and 
soul, working tirelessly, usually in the realm of finance 
since that was his area of expertise, to help keep these 
crucial organizations solvent and able to accomplish their 
mission. 

David also served as a selectperson in the town of 
Chesterfield for 24 years (He made sure to always use 
the non-sexist term of selectperson rather than select- 
man). He believed in the adage “think globally, act 
locally” and saw local government as a place where he 
could make a difference. He was on many town com- 


Russell Reinke 


(Adam Southworth), Heather Reinke 
(Anthony Douglas), Justin Guilmette, Joshua 
Reinke, Jaimilee Bontempi, Ana Reinke 
(Gary Hunt), Eliza Byrne (Jordan), and 
Abigail Camerlin. Russell was doubly blessed 
with eight great-grandsons: Benjamin, Henry, 
Emerson and Nathaniel Judd, Mark Douglas, 
Jacob and Lucas Reinke, and Jameson 
Southworth. He is also survived by many 
nieces, nephews, great nieces, and nephews 
and great-great nieces and nephews. He is 
also survived by his wonderful black cat, MaMa. It is 
a large family, and he loved the family get-togethers at 
their home in Florence, where they lived for 50 years. 
Russell loved sports, playing football and running 
track in high school. As years went by, he pitched horse- 
shoes, bowled, played golf and softball. He pitched 
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DEATH NOTICES 


BANNISH, MATTHEW 


Died Jan. 6, 2021 
Services are Private 





GRAVEL, KATHLEEN MARY 


Died Nov. 5, 2020 
Services were private. 


KIELSON, DAVID 


Died Dec. 31, 2020 
Celebration of life to be held at later date. 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





mittees, including the Finance Committee, Planning 
Board, School Building, Senior Housing, and Green 
Community committees. He also represented the town 
on the state level, serving on the board and as president 
of the Massachusetts Municipal Association, gaining 
respect from people throughout the state. 

In all of this work Dave remained incredibly hum- 
ble, never interested in accolades or thanks. He did it 
from a place of conviction and selflessness. 

David spent his last three years as a resident of the 
Memory Care Unit at the Elaine Center at Hadley. And 
even there, afflicted by dementia, the essence of who 
he was as a person came through — singing, laughing, 
making funny faces to get others to laugh, gifting those 
around him with his beaming smile. It is not always easy 
to feel joy in a nursing home, but Dave made it happen 
and, consequently, he was loved by all! We are tremen- 
dously grateful to the staff there for the loving care that 
they gave him. 

We will hold a celebration of his life this spring or 
summer when it is safe to gather. Donations in his honor 
can be made to the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, 
97 N. Hatfield Road, Hatfield, MA 01038 or Hilltown 
CDC, 387 Main Road, Chesterfield, MA 01012. For 
more information, or to leave a message of personal con- 
dolence, please visit Drozdalfuneralhome.com. 





softball until he was 60. He had a wonderful golf tourna- 
ment at Pine Grove for his 80th birthday. 

In lieu of flowers, please make donations in 
Russell’s name to the Chesterfield-Goshen Children’s 
Fund, Chesterfield Firefighters Assn., PO Box 87, 
Attn: Children’s Fund, Chesterfield, MA 01012, with 
“Children’s Fund” in the memo section of the check. 

“How do I describe my husband of 53 years? Not 
easy in a few words. He was gentle, he was kind, he was 
patient. He was a staunch friend to so many. He had a 
dry sense of humor. We had a story book love. He was 
my best friend. Rest in peace my dearest Russell. Your 
work is done. You did a great job! We will dance again 
someday. XOXOX” — Ann (Senser) Reinke. 

A private family service will be held at a later date. 
There will be picnic celebration of his life in the sum- 
mer. 


24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-283-8393 





For You 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 


From local events to regional developments, we have the news you want 
in print and online anytime, plus a whole lot more... 


Don’t miss out on free local activities, concerts, entertainment, restaurant specials, 
school events, sports recaps, new business openings, community meetings and more. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD 
CHAIRS - Restored with new 
woven seats — Many styles and 
weaves available. Call (413)289- 
6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Chan- 


nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free installation, Smart HD DVR In- 
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-877-925- 
7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 


TRAORDINARY _ performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic 
Edge Titanium HDX OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413- 
296-4320. 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 





MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


2021 
TAX TINIE 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


Call ForAn |{RS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


an 
“4 
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CA 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 + 1-800-824-6548 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


LAS Tel: 413-289-0058 
BS Fox: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


$10. 
18.5 19.50 


; 


X per week rate = $_ 


DEADLINES 


Base Price 


Base Price 
19.00 40 $ 


$ 





State: ___ Zip: 


Credit Card: J MasterCard LI VISA (41 Discover 1 Cash _I Check# ee 
Card#: EX. Date CONV 
Amount of charge: ___ _ _ _ __ Date == 


Base Price 

20 $9.50 
21 Base Price 2 Base Price | 2 Base Price] 24 Base Price 
$10.00 50 3 $11.00 $11.50 


2 
2 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 11,900 


Add athird ZONE _—*$5.00 | 
Subtotal 





Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 

plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 

ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price 


Add a second ZONE 


Includes 
— —_—_——___ acditional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


xNumber ofWeeks 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 





DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 
male. Very nice job. $15.75 hr. Call 
413-283-2508 





PART-TIME ASSISTANT ASSES- 
SOR’S CLERK POSITION The 
Montgomery Board of Assessors are 
looking for a part-time Assistant As- 
sessor’s Clerk. A job description and 
application for employment can be 
picked up at the Town Hall on Tuesdays 
& Thursdays between 10AM & 4PM by 
January 21, 2021. The application and 
resume must be received by the Board 
of Assessors by January 29, 2021. It 
can be mailed to Board of Assessors, 
Montgomery Town Hall, Box #2, 161 
Main Road, Montgomery, MA 01085. 
Montgomery is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. 


PERSONAL CARE ASSISTANT 
needed to work with elderly wheelchair 
bound woman in Worthington. Meal 
prep, shared housekeeping and some 
personal care. Flexible hours and days. 
413-238-5816. 


TOWN OF HUNTINGTON is seek- 
ing a Van Driver to drive seniors, 2-3 
days per week minimum 4 hours up 
to 7 hours per day, to various appoint- 
ments and shopping. Individual must 
be responsible, caring, work well with 
seniors, and able to take direction. 
Must possess a valid driver’s license, 
be able to pass CORI and DOT phys- 
ical. Experience driving a 9-passen- 
ger van helpful. Hourly rate starts at 
$15.50 per hour however can be nego- 
tiated based on skills of applicant and 
training period is paid. Please send 
resume or completed job application 
(located on treasurer page, town web- 
site) to include 3 references to Treasur- 
er, PO Box 430, Huntington, MA 01050 
or treasurer @ huntingtonma.us no later 
than February 1st, 2021 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


=) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 


Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Russ LaPierre explores the foundation remains of Ormsby 
Homestead structure, originally part of Old Littleville before 


the dam was built, on Old Fisk Road in Chester. 
Submitted photos 





Kim Kelliher checks out some of the forgotten stone. Liz Massa on the path through Chester woods. 


silverscape designs 


GOLDSMITHS @) GEM GALLERY 
One King St., Northampton e 413-584-3324 e silverscapedesigns.com 


LAST GHANCGE 


DOWNTOWN NORTHAMPTON 


On Saturday, January 16th The Doors Of 
SILVERSCAPE DESIGNS Will CLOSE FOREVER! 


The FINAL LIQUIDATION of Silverscape Designs located in Downtown Northampton will feature the 
most unprecedented deals on fine jewelry, silver, and diamonds in our 44 year history! 
All Remaining Merchandise Will Be Liquidated For 


Little GC 
On The 
Dollar! 


This willl be your LAST CHANCE to owm a Final Memory 
trom Silverscape Designs! 
Onee our remaining merchanelise is SOLD... IT’S GONE!.0. 


Downtown Northampton - One King St. - Northampton, MA 01060 

















REMAINING HOURS: Tuesday - Saturday 10 to 6 © Sunday 12 to 5 e Closed Monday 





